Nov 12 04 lit 14a Michael P* Fortkort 



703-435-8857 



P 



Patent Docket: 10392/46901 
Appl'n No. 09/537,800 

In The Claims: 

Please amend claims 1, 23-35,48,62-64, 72, 104-117, 131-140, 146-153 and 160- 
177 as follows (tlic unchanged claims are included for the convenience oflhc Examiner): 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for voting shares comprising: 
receiving by a computer preferences regarding how lo vole a user*s shares in a 

corporation in a futurc.corporatc vetiiig votes , said preferences including an identification of 
one or more organi/.alions whose voting recommendations arc to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; and 

automatically voting tlic user's shares by a computer in accordance with the received 
preferences in on e or mor e subsequent corporate votes , 

2. (Original) The method according to claim I, lurtlicr comprising: 
completing a corporate voting fonn in accordance with the received preferences. 

3. (Original) The method according lo claim 1, further comprising: 
communicating a completed corporate voting form to the corporation. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
converting a hard copy of a corporate voting form inlo an electronic fomiat. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
converting a bard copy of a corporate voting form into a computer readable and 

communicable format. 

6. (Original) 'fhe method iiccording to claim 1, further comprising: 
storing the preferences. 
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7. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
storing the preferences in a database. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprii>ing: 
communicating a list of a plurality of organizations to the user from among which the 

user can select to follow when voting the user's shares. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim I, further comprising; 
rendering a list of a plurality of organizations to the user from among which the user 

can select to follow when voting the user's shares. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 1» further comprising: 
receiving voting recommendations regarding one or more coiporate actions. 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim I , further comprising: 

receiving voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions fi-om an 
affinity group. 

12. (Original) The metliod according to claim 1^ further comprising: 
storing voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions. 

13. (Original) Tlic method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
entering voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions into a 

database. 

14. (Original) The method according to claim I ^ further comprising: 



PAGE 3f6*RCVDAT11/12/2004 9:54:59 AM [Eastern Standa^^ 



Nov 12 04 11:14a Michael P. Fortkort 



703-435-8857 



Pfltcnl Docket: 10392/46901 
Appl'n No. 09/537,800 

providing a user interface by which an affinity group enters voting recommendations 
on one or more upcoming corporate actions. 

15. (Original) The method according to claim I, further comprising: 
providing one or more voting recomnicndalions to the user. 

16. (Original) The method according lo claim 1» further comprising: 
providing one or more voting preferences to the user. 

17. (Original) The method according lo claim 1, further comprising: 
providing a layered set of alternative voting prcfcrcncci; for each user, 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

rendering a list of one or more affinity groups that provide voter recommendations on 
one or more corporate voting actions by one or more corjiorations. 

19. (Original) The method according to claim 1. further comprising: 

receiving an indication of one or more of the affinity groups v/hosc reconimcndaLions 
the user desires to consider when voting shares in at least one corporate action by at least one 
corporation. 

20. (Original) The mediod according to claim 1, further comprising; 

receiving a selection of one or more affinity groups whose recommendations the user 
desires to follow when voting the user's shares. 

21 . (Original) The meUiod according to claim 1 , furtlicr comprising: 

receiving a selection of one or more aHmity groups whose recommendations the user 
desires to oppose when voting the user's shares. 
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22. (Original) The mclhod according to claim 1, further comprising: 
electronically communicating a user's vote ro Ihc corporation. 

23. (Currently Amended) The mctiiod according to claim 1, wherein the user's ^yhtire 
Sharcs.are voted based on a voting recommendation of one or more allinity groups selected 

" by the user. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim I, wherein the user's shme 
shares arc voted in accordance with a voting recommendation of one or more atlmity groups 
selected by the aser. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the user's diarc 
shares are voted in opposition to a voting recommendation of one or more affinity groups 
selected by the user. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the user's nhnre 
shares are voted in accordance with a majority position held by a plurahty of affinity groups 
selected by the user. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the user's sbftFe 
sharpg arc voted in opposition to a majority position held by a plurality of alTmity groups 
selected by the user, 

28. (Currently Amended) A computer i m plemented mclhod for voting shares 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in a future corporate votes v ettttg. said preferences including an identiHcation of 

-5- 



PAGE5f6*RCVDAT11/12/20()4 9:54:59 AM [Eastern Standard T^^^^ 



Now 12 04 llJl4a Michael P. Fortkort 703-435-8857 



Patent Dockci: 10392/46901 
Appl'n No. 09/537,800 

one or more organizalions whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

receiving .b3^acon]puJer.a weight to apply to each of a plurality of afnnity group's 
recommendations; and 

automatically voting hy^Si}rnEmL.thc user's shares in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more .subs equent C(^rpor alg_ynijr;s 

29. (Currently Amended) A coj iputcr imnlcm cntcH m,^H,nri f»v o^^rcc 
compri.sing; 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how lo vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in a fulur^corporate y2jc.s_vtrti«g. said preferences including an identification of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendation.*; arc to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

receiving by^coiiTj2utciirrom the user a weight to apply to each of a plurality of 
alTirity group's recommendations; and 

automatically voting hy a computCLthc user's shares in accordance witlj the received 
prefcrcn ccs i n one or more subseq uent corporat e votes. 

30. (Currently Amended) A conipuler i mniemented mothnH fnr v^tin., ch^r-j 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vole a user's shares in a 
corporation in a iuti!rc.corporate votcs.vot4«g, .said preferences including an identification of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations arc to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

applying byjLComputer,a weight to each of a plurality of affinity group's 
rccommcndntions; and 

automatically voting b3^.comfi.v.teLthe user's .shaves in accordance with the received ' " 
preferences i.n_gncor mor e subsequent corp oral/^ v»t/vt 
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